FASTCROFT NEWS

l:ri<lay 25tli Septemloer 2026 www.eastcroltparl<.co.ul<

Tliis weel<ls class atten<lance
percentages

Reception: 99.1%

Year 1:93.7%
Year 2: 100%
Year 3: 93.4%

Year4: 87.1%
Year b: 88.1%
Year 6: 90.5%

V\/ell (lone to all ol Yearz =

amazing lOO% atten(lance ”

Happy Birtlnlay to Melissa
Tortora, Cora Welsli an(l
Penny Moss who have all
celebrated their l)irtlulays
this week

Dates for your rliaq{

l5tl1 Octoloer 2026- Scliool
pliotograpliers

Half Term : 26t October
2026 to 30tl1 Octolaer
2026

10t November 2026 Nasal
l:lu vaccination

13th November 2026 -
Cliil(lren In Nee<l

Knowsley scliool a<lmissions

now open
Applications For primary ancl

secon<lary school places For
Septeml)er 2027 intal<e are
open lrom .M
a(lmissions l Knowsley

Council

Wliat went well tllis weel<
Nursery: lmpressive (letermination ancl resilience on tlie

olastacle course
Reception: Super start to learning to read
Year I: Super spirals
Year Z:Super detective work in liistory
Year 3: Super settlements worl< in geograpliy
Year 4: Radical rouncling to 1000s in matlils
Year B:Perleot poetry worl<
Year 6:Perfect pre<lictions in Englisli

b Lhld

Vix oy T

Tlie |mmunisation Team will lﬁe coming into scliool on Tuesday lOtl‘ Novemlaer
2026 at 9.00am to a<lminister tlie intra nasal llu vaccination. llyou still
lnaven’t complete(l a Form ,tl]iS is tlie new linl< tlie immunisation team liave
provi(letl Forifurtlier imformation please reFerto vvww.nlis.ul</cliil<l-llu please see
tlie llyer attaclietl tliat also provicles a QR lor you to complete a lorm

Your child will loring home an important lettertorlay in relation to inlormation
school need to hold for your child . The forms are now on parent app for you to
complete. | must stress any cliange in contact inl‘ormation lor your child is the
responsiloility ol the parent/carer, this is especially important if we need to
contact you urgently - please make sure your contact etails are up to date

Please can | laring to your attention to tlie l"ollowing unil:orm requirements

Plain black flat school shoes or plain black trainers must be worn for school (no
logos, ticks or l)t’igl‘lt colours allowecl) Nojewellery can be worn to school except
a pair ol plain stu(l earrings an<l a wristwatcli (no smart watclies). Earrings must
not be worn on P.E (lay. No mal<eup or lalse nails/nail pOliSll are allowed For
school at any time

TliurS(lay ¢t October is Autumn Census Day and for one (lay only lunch will be
free. A special lunch of Chicken Nuggets , french fries , beans, a dessert and a
drink will be served . This meal will be available for all children and will be free to

cliildren wlio pay lor SCl’lOOl meals.


https://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/knowsley-school-admissions-now-open-2/
https://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/knowsley-school-admissions-now-open-2/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/education-and-schools/school-admissions
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/education-and-schools/school-admissions
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/education-and-schools/school-admissions
http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu

Thursday
Ist October

Chicken Nuggets
served with french fries
and beans




Headteacher: Miss Julie Withey,

4 W i Eastcroft Park Primary schoal,
o :,_, Hollinghurst Road,
o § T | Kirkby.
he Knowsley,
| Mersayside,
_._ﬂ__.__ ._,,r" L33 1EB.
FARA TEL: 0151 477 8210
Website: ywaew eastoroffogrc ooyl

25th September 2026
Dear Parent /Carer

To reduce paperwork, this year the forms school require for your child are now on Parent App.
Please can you ensure all forms for your childfichildren are acknowledged and signed before
22102026

To Access the forms
Log on to Parent App and choose the consent forms tile. Within the form data section, you will
find the following documents

Photographic consent form
Homework Agreement 2647
Consent form for off-site activities (Schools curticulum for eq visiting the library )

Then you choose whether you give your consent and sign the forms appropriately

Can | stress that any change in relation to your child's contact details is the parentsfcarers
responsibility to inform school. You can do this on parent app or by directly contacting the
school on eastcrofipark@knowley gov.uk or 01514778210

If there are any change to your child’s medical conditions including allergies again you must
inform school.

If you require any further information or if you require these documents in paper form, please
contact the office.

Many Thanks

Julie Withey
Headteacher
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Heodieocher Miss Jule Withey,
Enstcroft Park Primary schoal,
Holinghurst Road,

Kirkchy,

Enowesley,

Memeyside,

133 166.

TE: 0151 477 8210

E-MAIL gogicroff dedinowsicy ooyl
Website: wopwsgdcofipoiecoi

Thursday 17 Septemiber 2024
Dear porent(s]/carer(s).

We are writing to ask for your support regarding the use of sguishy toys and siFilar iterns being brought
into schoaol.

We recognise that some children find sensary or fidget tools helpful in supporting their concentration
and regulation. We are very happy to support children who have an identified need for a regulation
tool and will work with farilies to ensure that appropriate rescurces are available where neesded.

Howewer, we have recently seen an increase in large squishy toys and similar items being brought into
school. In some cases, children are brAnging several items with them. Unfortunately, these itermns can
become a distraction within the classoom and can affect chidren's concentrafion and learning. We
have alsc had instances where squishy toys have split or popped, creafing an additional safety and
hygiens concern.

To ensure consstency across school and to minimise distractions during leaming time, we are therefore
asking that children do not bring large squishy toys or similar items info school.

If you feel that your child reqguires a fidget or sensory tool to support ther regulation in schocol, please
speak to your child's class teacher. We can discuss your child's individual needs and agree on an
appropriate rescurce. Where appropnate, the school can provide a suitakble regulation tool for your
child to use.

If @ child has an agreed need to use a fidget toal from home, we ask that this is discussed with the class
teacher beforehand. Any home-provided tocl should be small, discreet, quiet and suitakble for use
within a classoom, so that it supports the individual child without distracting them or other children from
their learning.

Owr intenfion is not o prevent children from accessing appropriate sensory support, but to make sure
that any regulation tocls used in school are effective, safe and approprate for the classrocom
environrment.

Thank you for your understanding and for working with us to maintain a calm, safe and focused leaming
environment for all of our children.

Kind regards,

Miss J Withey
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Triple P

Poek vz Morzah g oe L

Triple P Workshop

Monday 19® October 12.30-2.30pm
At the Family Learrnig Centre

Westvale Primary School
Kirkby

During the workshop we will look at

« Managing your childs behaviour

» Setting family routines and rules that everyone follows

» Developing positive relationships, so you can get along well with your child
and argue less

« Raising happy, healthy and confident children

«» Creating a happy, safe environment where your family can thrive

Comments from Knowsley parents who have completed the course:

My childs behaviour has changed dramatically

since the beginning of this course, it has changed I have noticed |
am a lot calmer®

the dynmamics of the famify completely, we have a
much happier and calmer family unit”

My childs behaviour has changed a lof, | have
changed my parenting style and | feel calmer and mare in
control when my child misbehaves”

To book a place, please contact

Sharan. erald@knowsley.gov.uk
or




Triple P
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Triple P Teen Workshop

Monday 9 November 12.30-2.30pm
At the Family Learrnig Centre

Westvale Primary School
Kirkby

During the workshop we will look at

« Manaqging your teenagers behaviour

« Setting family routines and rules that everyone follows

s Developing positive relationships, so you can get along well with your
teenager and argue less

« Raising happy, healthy and confident teenager

« Creating a happy, safe environment where your family can thrive

Comments from Knowsley parents who have completed the course:

My feens behaviour has changed dramatically

since the beginning of this course, it has changed 1 have noticed |
am a lot calmer™

the dymamics of the family completely, we have a
much happier and calmer family unit”

My teens behaviour has changed a lof, [ have
changed my parenting style and | feel calmer and more in
control

To book a place, please contact

Sharon. erald@knowsley. gov. uk
or




Dear Parents/Carers,

FACE School Annual Membership

Eastcroft Park School have continued to buy an annual membership for the
academic year 2026/2027 with FACE.

Face delivers online support via zoom for Parents and Carers

Every month we will send you the Newsletter and Timetable. | have attached the
August/September 2026 timetables for your information

FACE offers parents practical advice, information and support, across a wide
range of topics, including supporting neurodiverse children, understanding
emotions and managing behaviour.

The Eastcroft Park Primary School Code is EP300625

This code grants all Eastcroft Park parents/carers access to all FACE Parent
Talks (usually £24 each) for the next 12 months.

The talks are on a four-weekly rotation and alternate between moming sessions
(10:00-11-30) and evening sessions (19:00-20:30).

Links to recordings of the talks are available for 48 hours after the live session. If
you cannot make a live session, book on and then email to request the recording
link.

How to Use the Code:

Visit the PARENTS page of the FACE website (facefamilyadvice.co.uk) to view
the 16 regular talks for parents.
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Choose a topic and click through the booking calendar to find a date and time
that suits you.

At the payment stage of booking, enter the code EP300625 where it says ADD
PROMO CODE. This will reduce the price from £24 to £0.

Important:

You do not need to book the FREE sessions for parents , as these are for
parents from schools that have pot purchased the discount code. They are
shortened versions of the regular talks which you now have free access to.

The code EP300625 can only be used for the regular £24 each Parent Talks from
Eastcroft Park School and cannot be shared with parents from different schools.
Improper use of the code can result in immediate code cancellation for the whole
school.

For further information please refer to Eastcroft park School website
https.//www _eastcroftpark co_uk or contact the school office on 01514778210
email eastcroft@knowsley gov uk

Yours sincerely

Julie Withey
Head teacher
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Facing Defiance

1 Sep 10am

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness

1 Sep 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep

7 Sep 10am

Raising Self-Esteem

7 Sep 7pm

Introduction to OCD

8 Sep 10am

Decreasing Depression

8 Sep 7pm

Whatis ACT?

14 Sep 10am

Improving Family Communication

14 Sep 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD

15 Sep 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

15 Sep 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain

21 Sep 10am

Understanding Anger

21 Sep 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication

22 Sep 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

22 Sep 7pm

FREE - Masking Awareness

24 Sep 7-8pm

Anxiety Explained

28 Sep 10am

School Anxiety

28 Sep 7pm




Raising Selt-Esteem

§ Cct 10am

Suppaorting Healthy Sleep

5 Oct 7pm

Decreasing Depression

& Cct 10am

Introduction to OQCD

G Oct 7Ypm

Improving Family Communication

12 Oct 10am

What is ACT?

12 Qct 7pm

Understanding Addictive Behaviour

13 Ot 10am

Suppeorting a Child with ADHD

13 Oct Vpm

Understanding Anger

19 Oct 10am

Understanding the Teenage Brain

19 Oct 7pm

Supporting Healthy Screen Use

20 Oct 10am

Autism: Improving Communication

20 Oct Ypm

FREE - ADHD and Homework

22 QOct 7-8pm

Facing Defiance

26 Oct 10am

Cannahis & Ketamine Awareness

26 Oct 7pm

School Anxiety

27 0Ot 10am

Anxiety Explained

27 Oct 7pm




It is important to
protect our children Hm“ﬂ'ﬂl‘ Clmrll
and young people Foundation

against a number of
dangerous infectious
diseases.

Consent for

vaccinations is
required from

o parents or
Your vaccinations and carers.

immunisation team work with
primary and secondary
schools, independent schools,
special schools, alternative
education and also support
young people who are home
educated or not in education.

If you are not sure if your ‘:}
child has had all routine
vaccinations, or you are under
18 you can contact us for
further advice and support.




Contact us

Liverpool School Immunisation Team:
0151 295 3833
mcn-tr.vacandimms.team@nhs.net

Sefton School Immunisation Team:
0151 247 6130
men-tr.seftonimmunisationteam@nhs.net

Knowsley, Halton and St Helens Schools:
0151 351 8805
mcn-tr.schoolimmunisations@nhs.net {:J

Year 8 we ;
offer HPV  Year 9 we offer §
vaccine Adolescent
booster/
Meningitis
ACWY

Scan the QR code or visit
merseycare.nhs.uk/imms
for more information




EASTCROFT PARK SCHOOL

Flu consent form link (this expires on 9" November)



Dear Parents and Carars,

| have provided below, general information for the forthcoming academic year
202612027

Free universal breakfast club

Our school will continue to be a breakfast club early adopter school and will be free
of charge from reception age to Year 6. The breakfast club will be open to all
children. Nursery children can continue to attend breakfast club with voluntary
charge of 50p per day. To foresee staffing, if your child does not usually attend
hreakfast club, you will be required to book a place for your child. If you would like
your child to attend please contact the school office

LML
Wraparound After School ‘l N LlFE UK Gewernment

Eastcroft Park Primary School will continue the wraparound childcare service of an
After School Care held within a safe and secure environment.

We offer a wide range of planned, age-related activities based on the children’'s
interests. We also ensure that our activities are designed to enhance the leaming
joumey for our children through child centred, purposeful play and fun. Wrap around
care provision is term time only and is only available to those children who will be
attending Eastcroft Park School.

We are currently limiting the number of spaces available to 20 due to the required
staff: pupil ratios. However, this number may increase as our school grows. The
after-school provision is currently available for Reception to Year 6 children. After
School Care runs from 3.15 pm to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday. Your child will be
qgiven a snack and a drink. The cost for this session is £6.00 per day. There is a
discount for siblings within the same family. Please contact the school office if you
wish for your child to attend

If you pay via tax free childcare you could save 20% , please see link Iax-Free
chi - PestS it

achool Dinner 2096

For children who do not qualify for free school meals |, the price of a school dinner for
children in Year 3-6 is increasing to £2 50. please visit Apply for free school meals |
Enowsley Council to see if you are eligible for help



L 6

From September 2026, Eastcroft Park School are going to attempt to go
completely cashless due to the closure of the banks in the North West To
remove all cash and cheques from school we are asking all parents to only
use our e-payment method to pay for dinner money, snack and other
forthcoming money items such as charity donations, trips, school activities.

This can be done online using a very secure website called ParentPay orin
cash at local stores where you see the Pay Point logo. If your child has not
got a Parent pay account set up, please contact the office for a letter

Snack for Nursery children 50p a week or £19.50 for the school year

Snack for Nursery children 30 hours per week £1.00 a day or £39.00 for the
school year

Reception children £1.00 per week or £39.00 for the school year
K52 children Year 3 to Year 6 50p a week or £19.50 for the school year

Barent App. L

This is the most effective way of communication between school and
Farents/Carers

Once your child is enrolled at Eastcroft Park School , you will receive a TEXT
or EMAIL invitation with further instructions on how to download and access
the app. If your child is currently enrolled at Eastcroft Park School and you do
not have the Parent App or you have not received an invitation, please contact
the school office and we can check that we have the correct contact
information for you. The App is free to download and is available for both Apple
and Android devices. It will provide you with instant access to our term dates, event
information, newsletters, social media, website and much more. We will use the app
to send targeted messages via push notifications so you aren't bombarded with
messages that are not relevant. Lastly, the app is fully secure and GDPR compliant
and in order to access it you will need to be invitaed via email or SMS message.

It is very important you download the school app especially during the current
climate as this is our main source of communication and you will miss out on
important information about your child and what is happening within ouwr
school.



Eastcroft park School have bought an annual membership for the academic year
2026127 with FACE (family, advice, communication and education) Face delivers
online support via zoom for Parents and Carers

Every month we will send you the Newsletter and Timetable. The Eastcroft Park
Primary School Code is EP300625. This code grants all Eastcroft Park
parents/carers access to all FACE Parent Talks (usually £24 each) for the next 12
months.

The talks are on a four-weekly rotation and alternate between moming sessions
(10:00-11:30) and evening sessions (19:00-20:30).

Links to recordings of the talks are available for 48 hours after the live session. If you
cannot make a live session, book on and then email to request the recording link.

How to Use the Code: Visit the PARENTS page of the FACE website
(facefamilyadvice. co.uk) to view the 16 regular talks for parents.

Choose a topic and click through the booking calendar to find a date and time that
Suits you. At the payment stage of booking, enter the code EP300625 where it
says ADD PROMO CODE. This will reduce the price from £24 1o £0.

Important:

You do not need to book the FREE sessions for parents , as these are for parents
from schools that have not purchased the discount code. They are shortened
versions of the regular talks which you now have free access {o.

The code EP300625 can only be used for the reqular £24 each Parent Talks from
Eastcroft Park School and cannot be shared with parents from different schools.
Improper use of the code can result in immediate code cancellation for the whole
school.

Eastcroft Park School has been informed by the local authority that the eligibility for
Free School Meals is expanding from September 2026.

Who is eligible for benefits based | nool meal

From 1% September 2026, if you are a Knowsley resident and in receipt of one of the
following benefits you may be eligible for free school meals

Universal Credit — income below £7400



Universal Credit — income abowve £7400

Income-related Employment and Support allowance

The guaranteed element of Pension credit

Support under Part V1 of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999

In summary, from 15 September 2026, all children from households receiving
Universal Credit will be eligible for free school meals (FSM), regardless of their
household's annual income.

oing forward, there will be 2 categories of benefits-based free school meals:

Targeted FSM, which continues to be based on the existing threshold, covering
eligible children’s who are in households in receipt of Universal credit with annual
household eamings of £7400 or less. These children will attract pupil premium and
other funding available for their schools. Other entitlements, such as the holiday
activities and food programme (HAF) will be based on targeted free school meals.
This is equivalent to the current system

Expanded FSM, a new category covering children who are in households receiving
Universal Credit with an annual household earring above £7 400. Children will be
entitled to free school meals only- they are not enfitled to Pupil Premium or other
extras that are linked to FSM eligibility.

Transitional Protection

If your child is currently receiving free school meals this academic year 25/26 based
on benefits- based criteria you should continue to receive the entitiement until
31.08_2026. From the star of the 2026-2027 academic year this will end.

Checking / Rechecking FSM Fligibili

From 1% September 2026, FSM eligibility will need to be checked for new claimants
or rechecked for curment claimants.

You can apply on the Knowsley website Apply for free school meals | Knowsley

Council www_knowsley.gov.uk

If you require any further information, please contact the school office on 0151 477
8210 or email eastcroft@knowsley gov.uk.

For further information please to any of the items above please refer to Eastcroft
park School website hitps-/fwww eastcrofipark.co.uk or contact the school office on
01514778210 email eastcroft@knowsley.gov.uk




Is your child experiencing
anxiety?

Knowsley MHST are excited to offer a parent led group
intervention that will aim to support parents to manage their
child’s worries and anxious expectations. These groups will take
place in local community centres, register your interest below.

DOES YOUR CHILD COMPLAIN ABOUT FEELING SICK WHEN
THEY ARE WORRIED ABOUT SOMETHING?

DOES YOUR CHILD SEEK REASSURANCE FROM YOU BEFORE
CERTAIN SITUATIONS?

DOES YOUR CHILD NOT WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL DUE TO FEELING
WORRIED?

DO THEY STRUGGLE TO GO TO SLEEP AS THEY FEEL ANXIOUS?

Then register your
interest by clicking or
scanning the QR code

below




From September 2028, if you receive Universal
Credit, your child will qualify for free school
meals, regardiess of the househald’s income.

This starts from your child's first day of school
in Reception until they finish in Year 11 at
secondary schoal,




@
Who is eligible for free school meals? @

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 receive free school meals
autornatically under the Universal infant Free School Meals scheme.

However, if you do receive Universal Credit, please still complete an
application as this will help to maximise funding coming into your school.

From September 2026, pupils of parents from Year 3 to Year 11 will be
eligible for a Free School Meal if they claim one of the following benefits:

Universal Credit

Income Support (1S)

Income Base Jobseekers Allowance (| BJSA)
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

¢ © 00 @ @

Incorne Related Employment Support Allowance

Who is eligible for free school meals?

To ensure your child receives meals from the start of the autumn term,
we need to confirm your child's eligibility befere the school year begins,

It you are already receiving free school meals, we will automatically
check and inform you if you are still sligible.

If you are not currently receiving a free school meal but you do receive
Universal Credit, please ensure you apply. B

Apply for a free sclool meal on the councils website by
soanning the QR code.

Flease ensure you apply by

If vou need any help and supoort, please speak to yo
(before the schoo! year finis |- Adternatively
Council on ‘via the anling chat
and then click ‘Chat to us’.
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